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Reading List

The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs: The Untold Story of a Lost World
by Steve Brusatte

66 million years ago the dinosaurs were wiped from the face of the earth. Today, Dr. Steve Brusatte,
one of the leading scientists of a new generation of dinosaur hunters, armed with cutting edge
technology, is piecing together the complete story of how the dinosaurs ruled the earth for 150 million
years.

The world of the dinosaurs has fascinated on book and screen for decades – from early science
fiction classics like The Lost World, to Godzilla terrorizing the streets of Tokyo, and the monsters of
Jurassic Park. But what if we got it wrong? In The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, top dinosaur expert
Brusatte, tells the real story of how dinosaurs rose to dominate the planet. Using the fossil clues that
have been gathered using state of the art technology, Brusatte follows these magnificent creatures
from their beginnings in the Early Triassic period, through the Jurassic period to their final days in the
Cretaceous and the legacy that they left behind.

Along the way, Brusatte introduces us to modern day dinosaur hunters and gives an insight into what
it’s like to be a paleontologist. The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs is full of thrilling accounts of some
of his personal discoveries, including primitive human-sized tyrannosaurs, monstrous carnivores
even larger than T. rex, and feathered raptor dinosaurs preserved in lava from China.

At a time when Homo sapiens has existed for less than 200,000 years and we are already talking
about planetary extinction, The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs is a timely reminder of what humans
can learn from the magnificent creatures who ruled the earth before us.

Weird Dinosaurs: The Strange New Fossils Challenging Everything We Thought We Knew
by John Pickrell

From the outback of Australia to the Gobi Desert of Mongolia and the savanna of Madagascar,
award-winning science writer and dinosaur enthusiast John Pickrell embarks on a world tour of new
finds, meeting the fossil hunters working at the frontier of discovery. He reveals the dwarf dinosaurs
unearthed by an eccentric Transylvanian baron; an aquatic, crocodile-snouted carnivore bigger than
T. Rex, which once lurked in North African waterways; a Chinese dinosaur with wings like a bat; and
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a Patagonian sauropod so enormous it weighed more than two commercial jet airliners.

Other surprising discoveries hail from Alaska, Siberia, Canada, Burma, and South Africa. Why did
dinosaurs grow so huge? How did they spread across the world? Did they all have feathers? What
do sauropods have in common with 1950s vacuum cleaners? The stuff of adventure movies and
scientific revolutions, Weird Dinosaurs examines the latest breakthroughs and new technologies
radically transforming our understanding of the distant past. Pickrell opens a vivid portal to a brand
new age of fossil discovery, in which fossil hunters are routinely redefining what we know and how
we think about prehistory’s most iconic and fascinating creatures.

Dinosaurs of the Flaming Cliffs: The Thrilling Account of One of the Largest Dinosaur
Expeditions of the 20th Century by the Expedition Leader
by Michael Novacek

In 1993, an international team of paleontologists from the American Museum of Natural History and
the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, in the fourth year of a multiyear expedition, made one of the
most miraculous fossil discoveries in history. They unearthed a treasure trove of Cretaceous
dinosaurs and mammals, including several new species, that has already helped to reshape our
understanding of the dinosaur age. In Dinosaurs of the Flaming Cliffs, team leader Michael Novacek,
Provost of Science of the American Museum of Natural History and Curator of Vertebrate
Paleontology, re-creates the day-to-day drama of field exploration over the past six years in the Gobi
and recounts his and his colleagues' historic discoveries, reported in front-page headlines across the
world. In a remarkable narrative that interweaves expedition chapters with in-depth scientific
discussions on the nature and importance of the fossil record, Novacek takes us on a journey that
explores the very nature of scientific inquiry and dinosaur research.

Age of Dinosaurs Russia & Mongolia
by Michael J Benton

The former Soviet Union covers a vast area of land, and over the last 200 years, many dozens of
extraordinary dinosaurs and other fossil amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals have been found in
Mesozoic rocks in its territories. The Permo-Triassic of the Ural Mountains of Russia have produced
hundreds of superb specimens, and many of the dinosaurs from Mongolia are unique. This is the first
compilation in any Western language of this large body of Russian research and the first time so
much of this research, previously unexplored by the West, has been introduced in English. The Age
of Dinosaurs in Russia and Mongolia is written by a unique mix of Russian and Western
palaeontologists, and provides an entrée to a range of fossil faunas, in particular reptiles, that have
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been little known outside Russia. It will undoubtedly become a major reference work for all vertebrate
palaeontologists.

Pterosaurs: Natural History, Evolution, Anatomy
by Mark Whitton

For 150 million years, the skies didn't belong to birds--they belonged to the pterosaurs. These flying
reptiles, which include the pterodactyls, shared the world with the nonavian dinosaurs until their
extinction 65 million years ago. Some pterosaurs, such as the giant azhdarchids, were the largest
flying animals of all time, with wingspans exceeding thirty feet and standing heights comparable to
modern giraffes. This richly illustrated book takes an unprecedented look at these astonishing
creatures, presenting the latest findings on their anatomy, ecology, and extinction. Pterosaurs
features some 200 stunning illustrations, including original paintings by Mark Witton and photos of
rarely seen fossils. After decades of mystery, paleontologists have finally begun to understand how
pterosaurs are related to other reptiles, how they functioned as living animals, and, despite dwarfing
all other flying animals, how they managed to become airborne. Here you can explore the fossil
evidence of pterosaur behavior and ecology, learn about the skeletal and soft-tissue anatomy of
pterosaurs, and consider the newest theories about their cryptic origins. This one-of-a-kind book
covers the discovery history, paleobiogeography, anatomy, and behaviors of more than 130 species
of pterosaur, and also discusses their demise at the end of the Mesozoic. * The most comprehensive
book on pterosaurs ever published * Features some 200 illustrations, including original paintings by
the author * Covers every known species and major group of pterosaurs * Describes pterosaur
anatomy, ecology, behaviors, diversity, and more * Encourages further study with 500 references to
primary pterosaur literature

Dinosaurs: How They Lived and Evolved
by Darren Naish

From the Victorian golden age of dinosaur discovery to the cutting edge of twenty-first century fossil
forensics 'Dinosaurs' unravels the mysteries of the most spectacular group of animals our planet has
ever seen. Despite facing drastic climatic conditions including violent volcanic activity, searing
temperatures and rising and plunging sea levels, the dinosaurs formed an evolutionary dynasty that
ruled the Earth for more than 150 million years. Darren Naish and Paul Barrett reveal the latest
scientific findings about dinosaur anatomy, behaviour, and evolution. They also demonstrate how
dinosaurs survived the great extinction at the end of the Cretaceous Period and continued to evolve
and thrive alongside us, existing today as an incredibly diverse array of birds that are the direct

3/43/43/43/4



Odyssey Traveller

Australia 1300 888 225

New Zealand 0800 440 055

info@odysseytravel.com.au

Mongolia Dinosaur Dig Tour | Small group tour in the Gobi Desert

https://www.odysseytraveller.com.au
19-May-2024

descendants of theropods. 'Dinosaurs' is lavishly illustrated with specimens from the Natural History
Museum's own collections, along with explanatory diagrams and charts and full-colour artistic
reconstructions of dinosaur behaviour.
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